
PURPLE PROS -- SOUTHEASTERN WRITERS NEWSLETTER -- SEPTEMBER 2022

SWA President’s Letter
Hi, fellow authors,
 My how the summer has come 
and gone. September always 
brings a change, whether it be 
a new school year, a new job in 
another location, or just getting 
back in the routine after taking a 
summer vacation.

     From all our personal feedback, and from those 
who provided a survey response about our June con-
ference, it appears our time at St. Simon’s Island was 
a great success.  I want to especially thank those 
who took the time to respond to our survey.  The an-
swers and comments provide the Board with insight 
about what went well and what can be improved. 
There were positive comments about all of the fac-
ulty and the diversity among them. 
     Respondents enjoyed the many different topics, 
and how helpful it was to them as writers to improve 
their skills. The instructor who received the most re-
sponses was Michael Lucker, although all the other 
faculty members were also mentioned and received 
very favorable critiques. 
     I personally received a telephone call from one 
of the attendees who told me he was inspired by 
Michael’s workshops to begin writing a screen script. 
It is gratifying to hear that work the Board puts into 
getting quality instructors and preparing a beneficial 
conference has inspired attendees, helped them im-
prove their skills, and venture into fields and genres 

they may have not previously considered. 
     The Board will try and incorporate some of the 
suggestions provided by the attendees into next 
year’s conference, if possible. We are always con-
scious of keeping the costs reasonable in order 
to get more bang for the buck. But we can always 
try and work with the schedule to accommodate 
some of the ideas. We now have a local auxiliary 
board member, and perhaps we can work with her 
to arrange some supplemental tours on St. Simons 
Island, which was one of the suggestions. 
     The members of SWA are what makes the organi-
zation a success, and I thank all of you for continu-
ing to support our organization. I can tell you the 
Board began work immediately after the conference 
to plan next year’s conference. I am also very thank-
ful that Jeff Newberry agreed to be a full Board 
member, and that Melinda Farris and Dr. Walter 
Curry agreed to become auxiliary Board members. 
Each of them brings valuable experience and exper-
tise that will greatly benefit our organization.
     I am hopeful that by October we will have se-
cured most, if not all our 2023 faculty. This is very 
ambitious; however, this will give all the members 
more time to reach out to your writer friends and 
invite them to come next year. 
     Wishing you all the best as you continue your 
journey in writing and publishing in 2022. 

Jim Furry 



SWA Member News
Katherine Nichols’ 
new book Trust Issues 
(Black Rose Writing) is 
scheduled to be re-
leased December 15, 
2022. 
     The book is about 
Claire Kincaid, a ris-
ing star in a promi-
nent Atlanta public 
relations firm and a 
self-proclaimed fixer. 

From high-profile clients embroiled in scandal to 
shady political campaigns, Claire can handle it. 
Her personal life? Not so much.
     Her fiancé, Rob Evans, shows more interest in 
her job than in her. Her mother, Janis, and grand-
mother, Jams, are feuding because Jams refuses 
to reveal the identity of Janis’s biological father. 
When her sleazy client, Judge Harrision, orders 
her to gather dirt on his opponent, Claire uncov-
ers more than she bargained for, but it’s on her 
judge. 
     Those complications are nothing compared 
to her connection to the murder of a focus group 
member and the grieving daughter she leaves 
behind. 
     Claire must determine who she can trust and 
unravel the mess her life has become, or she 
could be the next on the killer’s list.
www.kathy-nichols.com

     Louise Stanton Warren’s book, Fatal 
Switch: Murder on the Panama Road, was re-
leased August 2, 2022 (Olivette-Crooke).
     An historical true crime narrative, it is the 
story of a young Cuban woman, Marie Louise 
Gato, daughter of a wealthy cigar manufacturer, 
Gabriel H. Gato, who is murdered steps from her 
front door in Jacksonville, Florida, 1897. 
     Allegedly, Gato was shot by a spurned lover 
who had stalked her for years. The story ran on 
the front page of the New York Times, resulting  
in an epic trial -- a roaring battle of legal Titans, 
well-known across the Southeast. 
     Fatal Switch recounts two compelling mur-
ders—both tragic, one grisly. Nine days after the 

death of Marie Louise 
Gato, William Gruber -- a 
young police lieutenant 
searching for Marie’s 
killer -- was murdered. 
Both killings and the 
workings of the “jus-
tice” system at the time 
are carefully recorded, 
along with the filibus-
tering operations from 
Jacksonville in aid of 
the 1890’s Cuban insur-
rection against Spain. 

Buzz Bernard, author 
of the When Heroes 
Flew trilogy, reports 
that The Shangri-La 
Raiders has been 
awarded a Gold Medal 
for Historical Fiction 
by the Military Writers 
Society of America in 
New Orleans.  Thanks 
to all my friends and 
supporters who helped 

make me a two-time Gold Medal Winner.  Last 
year, WHEN HEROES FLEW won the Gold.   

  After the 2022 SWA Writers Conference, 
Marlene Buchanan (R) and Lynn Hesse (C) 
attended the Monroe-Walton Arts Center Bloom 
Festival on June 18th. 



Georgia Outdoor Writers Honor Susan Lindsley
     Susan Lindsley’s book Wildlife in Persim-
mon Paradise took third place in the annual 
Excellence in Craft Award presented by the 
Georgia Outdoor Writers Association.
     “I am delighted to have third place in this 

contest” Lindsley 
said. “Outdoor 
Writers are guys 
and gals who 
make a living 
with stories and 
articles about 
day-to-day events 
and are pub-
lished in maga-
zines and news-
papers, not just 
in Georgia but 

nationwide. I feel honored to belong to such 
an organization.”
     Lindsley’s book is a collection of photo-
graphs and narrative about wildlife on her 
farm near Milledgeville. Her photographs 
include one of a buck attempting to mate 
another buck, a doe dancing with wild turkey 
hens, and tom turkeys chasing each other 

around another turkey.
     “I became interested in ‘shooting’ wildlife 
with a camera when I quit hunting for the 
freezer,” she said. “Now I can shoot the same 
deer or gobbler not just once but many times 
over the years. It’s fun to see the changes in a 
deer’s antlers, see a fawn grow up, and watch 
gobblers act out.”
     Her book won acclaim from Leonard Lee 
Rue III, America’s leading wildlife photogra-
pher. “What Susan Lindsley has photographed 
in just 19 days, many hunters and wildlife 
enthusiasts will not see in a lifetime,” he said.
     “One of these unusual pictures is of a buck 
with a double folded-over brow tine that I saw 
him lose in a push-and-shove with a yearling,” 
said Lindsley, who is working on companion 
books Whitetail Secrets, Part 1, Family Life 
and Whitetail Secrets, Part 2, Bachelor Life. 
     “These books illustrate just about every 
phase of deer life, except I haven’t been able 
to photograph a fawn’s birth in the wild.”
     All of Lindsley’s 18 books are available on 
line from Amazon or directly from her through 
her email  yesterplace@earthlink.net.

Ridenour speaks 
to Sisters in Crime
     SWA member and author 
Dana Ridenour spoke to the 
Monroe-Walton Sisters In 
Crime at their August meeting. 
A former FBI agent, Ridenour 
spoke to the group via Zoom 
about how her years as an FBI 
undercover agent led to her 
writing the Lexie Montgomery 
FBI novel series.
     Books in the series include 
Behind the Mask, Beyond the 
Cabin, and Below the Radar. 



Literary News & Events

Writers Helping Writers

Would any SWA member 
be interested in editing a 
short story/memoir? I will 
pay your fee up front.

CONTACT: Robert Adams
Robert.scott.adams@gmail.com
(206) 455-1821

[EDITOR’S NOTE: In this issue of Purple 
Pros we are experimenting with a new 
section. Here SWA members will be able 
to reach out and connect to fellow mem-
bers with questions, like “How can I get 
my book in my local library?” or “How can 
I get more book reviews on Amazon?” or 
“Has anyone had any experience doing a 
book blog tour?” 
     Any member with a question you’d 
like to  post in Writers Helping Writers, 
please submit question, along with an 
email address and/or phone number for 
responses.
     At the end of the year, we will evaluate 
if we should continue with this section of 
Writers Helping Writers or discontinue it. 
Let us know what you think.] 



SWA Member Lynn Hesse Reports: 

2022 SWA Writers Conference was an adventure
[EDITOR’S NOTE: SWA member Lynn Hesse attended the 2022 conference and took lots of photos in 
and out of the sessions. Below are some of Hesse’s photos and her comments on attending the con-
ference. If you attended the conference or if you missed out on it this summer, we hope to see you at 
Epworth by the Sea in 2023. You will be hearing all about conference plans and our faculty lineup in 
future issues of Purple Pros.]

     Most of these photos were taken by me at Epworth by the Sea, Southeastern Writers Association 
Conference, June 10-14, 2022. 
     We played historic non-fiction Bingo in Dr. Walter Curry’s detailed class, and the colorful plastic 
dots became more than game tools. Example: Poet and instructor, Jeff Newberry, channeling his 
young daughter with a dot on his third eye. 
     Besides the great sunsets, authors Sheila Hudson, Jim Furry, and Michael Lucker -- screenwriter 
and producer -- were caught teaching or giving out door prizes. I won a huge gift of books, candles, 
a coffee mug and more from Black Rose Writing and author Muriel Pritchett. 
     Editor and Wild Rose Press Acquisition Editor, Val M. Matthews gave a spot-on writing workshop 
about what errors editors see most and what makes them happy.
     Atlanta’s Piper Huguley shared her writing journey into historical fiction and the importance of 
name choices for characters. She is featured in the Summer Reading Program in Decatur hosted by 
Joshliyn Jackson and Nicki Salcedo.
     It was an adventure living in the moment. I’m grateful. -- Lynn Hesse



CONTESTS
ARE COMING
IN JANUARY!

START WORKING
ON THOSE

ENTRIES NOW!

YOU’LL BE GLAD
YOU DID!!!
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