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SWA President’s Letter

(President continued, page 5)

Hello my SWA friends,

	 Last	week	the	first	signs	of	
winter	came	blowing	across	
the	south	from	the	west	re-
minding	everyone	to	bring	in	
any	plants	they	wanted	saved	
for	next	spring,	fortifying	the	

outside	water	faucets	against	future	freezes,	and	
bundling	up	to	keep	warm	from	the	cold	blast	
which	attacks	you	when	you	open	the	door.	
					This	is	a	very	busy	time	of	the	year	as	you	all	
know	with	upcoming	traditional	holidays.	The	
SWA	Board	wishes	each	of	you	peace	and	happi-
ness	as	you	celebrate	in	your	own	way.	Many	of	us	
will	be	enjoying	turkey	dinner	with	all	the	dress-
ings	with	close	family	members	and	friends.	
					For	me,	it	is	a	reminder	that	another	year	has	
passed	and	how	thankful	I’ve	been	given	another	
year	to	enjoy	all	the	blessings	of	everything	that	
is	good	in	life.	I	am	so	fortunate	to	have	so	many	
friends,	mentors,	and	members	who	are	willing	to	
support	me	in	my	writing.	I	hope	you	all	feel	the	
same.
					The	Board	has	taken	a	break	for	the	holidays	
although	progress	continues	in	the	planning	of	
next	year’s	annual	conference.	Hopefully	by	the	
next	newsletter	in	January	we	will	have	a	firm	idea	
of	our	faculty	and	the	proposed	schedule.	It	is	

exciting	to	see	a	lot	of	activity	on	our	website	and	
watching	our	numbers	grow.	Watch	for	the	next	
newsletter	for	important	details.
					We	recently	learned	of	the	passing	of	one	of	
SWA’s	prominent	members	and	strongest	sup-
porters,	Amy	Munnell.	Amy	held	many	positions	of	
leadership	and	was	always	so	helpful	to	everyone.	
She	was	very	close	to	many	of	us	and	her	pass-
ing	reminds	us	how	important	it	is	to	enjoy	every	
moment	given	to	us	in	life.	She	was	a	wonderful	
caring	person	and	loved	SWA.	
					While	the	holidays	are	often	filled	with	laughter	
and	joy,	there	are	also	many	who	feel	the	loss	and	
loneliness	that	comes	from	not	having	loved	ones	
to	be	with	us	anymore.	
					Hopefully,	all	of	you	are	reserving	time	to	do	
some	writing	during	your	down	time.	Whether	your	
feelings	are	on	the	happy	end	or	on	the	sad-and-	
lonely	end,	it	is	a	good	time	to	put	those	feelings	
on	paper.	All	of	those	great	descriptive	events	
that	happen	during	the	holidays	can	also	serve	
you	sometime	in	your	future	stories,	and	it	is	a	
great	time	to	create	scenes	you	can	use	some-
where	down	the	line.	So,	while	you	are	relaxing,	
also	take	advantage	of	your	emotions	and	let	
unencumbered	thoughts	run	wild.			
					On	the	SWA	Facebook	page,	the	Board	and	
many	members	try	and	take	a	minute	to	welcome	



	From	the	Vice	President:

Hello	friends.	
   
					It’s	time	to	announce	two	more	faculty	members	for	the	2023	SWA	Writers	
Conference.	
					I’m	excited	to	announce	that	our	Mystery/Thriller	instructor	is	New	York	
Times	bestselling	and	award-winning	novelist	Michael	Lister.	A	prolific	
writer,	Michael	is	best	known	for	his	acclaimed	John	Jordan	“Blood”	mys-
tery	thriller	series.	

					Based	on	requests	from	our	members	and	past	attendees,	we	have	a	marvelous	instructor	lined	
up	to	discuss	marketing	and	promotion.	CEO	and	creator	of	Where	Writers	Win,	Shari	Stauch	has	
been	involved	in	publishing,	marketing	and	PR	for	30	years.	She	is	the	owner	of	Main	Street	Reads,	
a	charming	bookstore	in	Summerville,	SC.	Shari	is	a	wealth	of	information,	including	how	authors	
can	get	their	books	in	bookstores.
					Below	are	the	bios	and	websites	for	both	Michael	and	Shari.	I	encourage	you	to	visit	their	web-
sites.	
					Stay	tuned	for	future	faculty	announcements.	I	look	forward	to	seeing	all	of	you	at	Epworth	By	
The	Sea	for	the	2023	SWA	Writers	Conference.

Thank	you,

Dana Ridenour, 
SWA Vice President

(2023 FACULTY, continued, page 3)

					New	York	Times	bestselling	and	award-winning	novelist	Michael	Lister	
is	a	native	Floridian	best	known	for	his	acclaimed	John	Jordan	“Blood”	
mystery	thriller	series.	
					Michael	grew	up	in	north	Florida	near	the	Gulf	of	Mexico	and	the	
Apalachicola	River	in	a	small	town	world	famous	for	tupelo	honey.	Capti-
vated	by	story	since	childhood,	Michael	has	a	love	for	language	and	narra-
tive	inspired	by	the	Southern	storytelling	tradition.	

					Before	becoming	a	full-time	novelist	in	2000,	Michael	taught	high	school,	worked	as	a	college	
professor	and	inspirational	speaker,	owned	and	operated	a	bookstore,	wrote	a	popular	syndicated	
column,	served	as	a	newspaper	editor,	operated	a	community	theater,	wrote	plays	and	screenplays,	
and	worked	for	a	production	company.	He	has	lectured	extensively	in	the	areas	of	creative	writing,	
film,	literature,	spirituality,	and	self-help.
					In	the	90s,	Michael	was	the	youngest	chaplain	within	the	Florida	Department	of	Corrections.	
For	nearly	a	decade,	he	served	as	a	contract,	staff,	then	senior	chaplain	at	three	different	facilities	
in	the	Panhandle	of	Florida—a	singular	experience	that	led	to	his	first	novel--1997’s	critically	ac-
claimed,	Power in the Blood.	
					Michael	is	also	the	author	of	the	Burke	and	Blade	Panama	City	Beach	PI	series	(The Night of,	
etc.),	the	1940s	Jimmy	Riley	noir	series	(The Big Goodbye,	etc.),	and	the	thrillers	Double Exposure, 
Burnt Offerings,	and	Separation Anxiety.   
     Michael	is	the	recipient	of	two	Florida	Book	Awards—for	Double Exposure and Blood Sacrifice,		
respectively.	His	work	has	spent	time	on	both	the	New York Times and the USA Today bestseller 
lists,	been	translated	into	German,	and	adapted	into	stage	plays.	Currently,	Double Exposure is in 

Michael Lister
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development	for	a	feature	film	and	the	John	Jordan	books,	for	a	TV	series.
					Michael	lives	in	North	Florida,	where	in	between	writing	stints,	he	enjoys	time	with	his	family	
and	friends,	playing	basketball,	and	making	music.
					For	more	information,	visit	Michael’s	website:	http://www.michaellister.com

Shari Stauch
					CEO	and	creator	of	Where	Writers	Win,	Shari	Stauch	has	been	in-
volved	in	publishing,	marketing	and	PR	for	30	years.	She	is	the	co-cre-
ator	of	Pool & Billiard Magazine,	celebrating	30	years	as	the	sport’s	
oldest	monthly	magazine.	In	2004,	she	retired	from	the	Women’s	Pro	
Billiard	Tour	after	a	20-year	career	as	a	top	player	and	marketer/co-
creator	of	the	tour	(inducted	into	the	WPBA	Hall	of	Fame	in	2007)	to	
pursue	development	of	Where	Writers	Win	and	serve	a	growing	com-
munity	of	writers	and	authors.
					As	former	board	chair	of	Charleston’s	Center	for	Women,	she	
served	as	moderator	for	the	Center’s	Women’s	Writer	Series,	and	she	
is	past	producer--alongside	team	member	Bren	McClain--of	the	South	

Carolina	Writers	Workshop	(SCWW)	Conference	in	Myrtle	Beach,	SC,	along	with	Charleston’s	Pub-
sense	Summit	and	PubSmart.
					In	2008,	Stauch	signed	on	as	Co-Director	of	Programming	for	Words	&	Music:	A	Literary	Feast	in	
New	Orleans,	and	re-launched	the	organization’s	website.	The	elite	conference	brings	in	authors	of	
note,	from	Ted	Turner	to	Dennis	Lehane	to	Tim	O’Brien,	Robert	Olen	Butler	and	Justin	Torres,	along	
with	the	nation’s	best	and	brightest	agents	and	editors,	and	promising	authors	from	around	the	
globe.
					Stauch	continues	to	work	with	the	Pirate’s	Alley	Faulkner	Society--as	well	as	with	publishers,	
agents,	editors,	and	emerging	authors	throughout	the	U.S.--using	her	marketing	and	PR	talents	to	
help	authors	broaden	their	audiences,	and	publishers	to	realize	greater	sales	potential.
					Shari	has	given	workshops	and	keynote	speeches	at	conferences	across	the	country,	includ-
ing	the	Writers Digest	conference	NYC,	Tucson	Festival	of	Books,	Chanticleer	Writers	Conference	
(Seattle),	Lawyers	for	the	Creative	Arts	(Chicago),	Florida	Writers	Conference,	Publish15	(Atlanta),	
IPBA	Publishing	University,	Pat	Conroy	Literary	Festival	(Beaufort,	SC),	Historical	Writers	of	Ameri-
ca	and	more.
					Stauch	is	a	certified	executive	coach,	an	award-winning	essayist	and	fiction	writer,	and	author	
of	four	non-fiction	books.	She	is	also	a	contributor	to	Office For One: The Sole Proprietor’s Survival 
Guide and You Can Do It!: The Merit Badge Handbook for Grown-Up Girls.	She	is	also	the	princi-
pal	author	of	the	WWW	blog,	with	new	posts	published	each	week,	and	a	contributor	to	the	In-
gramSpark	blog.
					When	she’s	not	working--and	often	when	she	
is--Shari	can	be	found	cozied	up	in	her	three-
story	library	in	a	house	she	and	her	husband	Jeff	
and	their	two	children	built	near	Charleston,	SC	
in	1999.
					Visit	Where	Writers	Win:	https://writerswin.
com/the-team/shari-stauch/



SWA Member News
     Katherine Nichols’ 
new	book Trust Issues 
(Black	Rose	Writing)	is	
scheduled	for	release	
December	15,	2022.	It	is	
the	story	of	Claire	Kincaid,	
a	rising	star	in	a	promi-
nent	Atlanta	public	rela-
tions	firm.	Claire	can	fix	
anything--except	herself.	
When	she	shows	up	at	a	

couples	workshop	without	a	partner,	a	hand-
some	stranger	named	Kevin	Thomas	rescues	
her	from	humiliation	by	posing	as	her	fiancé.						
					In	the	meantime,	Claire’s	mom	decides	to	
find	the	identity	of	her	father.	Before	Claire	can	
help	her,	a	woman	from	her	firm’s	focus	group	
is	murdered.	Claire,	her	mother	and	the	victim’s	
teenage	daughter	join	forces	to	find	the	killer.				
					Just	when	things	can’t	get	any	worse,	Kevin	
reappears	and	tells	Claire	that	Rob	Evans,	the	
man	she	plans	to	marry,	isn’t	who	he	claims	to	
be.	Claire	then	realizes	she	put	her	trust	in	the	
wrong	person	and	could	lose	everything--including	
her	life.
					Katherine’s	book	will	be	available	for	pur-
chase	at	Amazon,	Target,	and	Barnes	&	Noble.	
(www.kathy-nichols.com)

					The	fifth	book	in	
Cappy Hall Rearick’s 
Glad	Girls	Mystery	series	
(Amazon.com	Services	
LLC)	was	published	in	
October	2022.	
     Madhouse Murders is 
now	available	for	pur-
chase	on	Amazon.	
			The	Glad	Girls	are	
back	and	getting	into	
even	more	trouble.	
Darlene	Funderburke,	former	1960	Mountain	
Laurel	Queen,	is	convinced	she	saw	a	UFO	in	
her	driveway.	The	trouble	is,	nobody	believes	
her.	She	tells	the	local	shrink	about	it,	but	that	
is	a	bad	idea.	He	plunks	her	shapely	tush	in	the	
hospital	for	mental	observation	where	Darlene	

makes	friends	with	a	woman	who	thinks	she’s	
Princess	Diana	and	another	woman	who	thinks	
she	is	Mary	Magdaline	and	holds	regular	conver-
sations	with	Mother	Teresa.	The	remaining	three	
Glad	Girls,	Claudette,	Bailey,	and	Aunt	Polly	
launch	a	rescue	mission	to	save	their	friend,	but	
not	before	patients	at	the	Habitat	for	Tranquility	
are	murdered.	

     Cabot Barden’s new 
book,	The Chameleon 
(Bestseller	Publishers),	
was released in March 
2022.	
     The Chameleon is 
about	a	shipment	of	
stolen	military	weap-
ons	smuggled	onboard	
a merchant marine 
ship	and	headed	for	
the	Mediterranean.	
Lieutenant	Drew	Brand	and	two	associates	are	
assigned	to	go	undercover	on	the	ship	to	find	
out	where	the	weapons	will	be	sold	and	and	the	
identity	of	the	Chameleon--the	leader	of	the	Ital-
ian	family	responsible	for	stealing	and	selling	
the	weapons.	Drew	discovers	the	family	is	also	
involved	in	kidnapping	and	selling	women	over-
seas.	He	and	his	two	associates	try	to	foil	the	
plans	of	these	evil	men	and	stop	the	family	dead	
in	their	tracks.	Will	they	find	out	the	true	identity	
of	the	Chameleon?	
					The	book	is	available	for	purchase	from	
Amazon,	Kindle,	Barnes	&	Noble,	and	Books	A	
Million.	(Top	Cabot	Barden	titles	-	Amazon.com	
https://www.amazon.com	›	Cabot-Barden)

     Sandra Giles,	Professor	of	English	in	
the	School	of	Arts	and	Sciences	at	
Abraham	Baldwin	Agricultural	College,	
gave	a	reading	from	her	original	short	
story	“Raw	Head	and	Bloody	Bones”	at	the	
Syd	Blackmarr	Center	for	the	Arts	in	Tifton,	
GA,	on	October	20,	2022.



					The	end	of	October	2022,	
Muriel Ellis Pritchett visited	
several	middle	schools	on	the	
Georgia	coast	and	talked	to	
students	in	ten	sixth	grade	
ELC	classes	about	her	first	
middle	grade	adventure	
book,	Drowning Days,	
which is set in the marsh 
on	Blackbeard	Creek	and	

on	two	fictional	Georgia	barrier	islands.	
					When	asked	why	she	wrote	Drowning 
Days,	Muriel	explained	that	she	wanted	
boys	and	girls	everywhere	to	know	about	life	on	the	
Georgia	coast	--	including	swimming	in	tidal	creeks	with	creatures,	pull-
ing	in	shrimp	nets,	emptying	crab	boxes,	wild-hog	poaching,	buried	pirate	treasure,	and	
going	mullet	jumping	on	a	moonless	night	in	a	rowboat.	
					After	reading	selections	from	her	book,	Muriel	told	the	students	they	could	ask	questions.	In	ad-
dition	to	asking	about	her	work	schedule,	how	she	got	her	ideas,	and	how	long	it	took	to	write	her	
book,	they	also	asked,	“How	old	are	you?”	and	“How	much	money	do	you	make?”	

Muriel talks to students at Tybee Island Mari-

time Academy.

Middle School 
Book Tour

     Karen Jones’ new 
book,	The Summer of 
Grace	(Brother	Mock-
ingbird	Publishing),	was	
released	November	2,	
2022.
     The Summer of Grace 
is	a	southern	coming-of-
age	novel	set	in	1951	
rural	North	Carolina	
that	tells	the	story	of	
a	young	girl’s	transfor-
mation	from	victim	to	
survivor	through	humor,	
hard	truths	and	grace.	From	hunting	for	ancient	
graves	with	her	cousin	Jane,	to	learning	life’s	
lessons	from	Miss	Emily,	to	uncovering	a	time-
worn	promise	that	could	reveal	the	family’s	hid-
den	past,	Gracie	blossoms	like	a	flower	unfurling	
in	the	sun.	
					The	book	is	available	for	purchase	at		Book-
shop.org,		barnesandnoble.com	Books-a-Million,	
and	Amazon.	(www.kjwriter.com)

new	members.	Hopefully,	we	will	be	able	to	
meet	them	in	person	–	and	get	to	know	them	
better	–	next	June.	Please	continue	to	utilize	our	
web	and	Facebook	pages	to	interact	with	each	
other.	It	is	wonderful	to	read	recommendations	
for	events	members	feel	can	benefit	others.	You	
all	are	our	ambassadors	to	those	who	do	not	
know	about	SWA,	and	I	thank	all	of	you	for	iden-
tifying	others	who	may	benefit	from	membership	
in	our	group.	At	last	report,	we	have	averaged	
three	new	members	each	month	for	the	past	
four	months,	which	is	amazing.	During	that	time,	
we	have	also	had	four	renewals.	Hopefully,	this	
growth	will	continue	and	SWA	will	continue	
to	serve	and	benefit	all	our	members.	We,	as	
a	Board,	are	gratified	when	writers	succeed.	I	
am	excited	for	the	future	of	SWA	and	looking	
forward	to	keeping	it	a	close	group	of	caring	
authors.	
	 God	bless	you	all,	and	I	wish	every	mem-
ber	a	very	happy	Thanksgiving.

Jim Furry

(President continued from page 1)



Literary News & Events
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Southeastern Writers Associa-
tion does not support, endorse, or sponsor any 
writer opportunities listed in the Purple Pros news-
letter or on its website.
     Purple Pros submission requires original work 
of the author or legitimate reprints of the work. 
Please note: Editor reserves the right to request 
publication information on reprints.]     

					Atlanta	Pen	Women	is	part	of	the	National	
League	of	American	Pen	Women,	the	oldest	
professional	organization	for	women	in	USA.	
The	National	League	of	American	Pen	Women,	
Inc.	(NLAPW)	was	founded	in	1897	when	women	
journalists	were	not	permitted	to	join	male-only	
professional	organizations.	The	League	became	
a	professional	organization	for	women	writers,	
artists,	and	composers,	where	they	could	be	
recognized	for	their	talents.
					Anyone	interested	in	becoming	part	of	the	
NLAPW	through	the	Atlanta	Chapter,	please	
contact	Marlene	(mrat30052@aol.com).	Mem-
bership	in	this	prestigious	organization	can	help	
you	meet	others	in	your	field	of	interest.	

* * * * *
					Jane	K.	Cleland,	a	contemporary	American	
author	of	mystery	fiction,	does	a	free	webinar	
every	month	on	various	topics	of	interest	to	mys-
tery	writers.	
					For	an	hour	on	December	10,	from	1-2	pm	
(Eastern	time),	Jane’s	webinar	will	be	“Keep	‘Em	
Reading	with	Big	Bangs	and	Cliff	Hangs.”	Writ-
ers	will	learn	about	her	method	that	ensures	
readers	are	always	on	the	edge	of	their	seats.	
Jane	says	your	readers	won’t	be	able	to	stop	flip-
ping	pages	as	they	read	further	to	find	out	what	
happens	next.		
					On	January	21,	the	monthly	webinar	will	be	
“Writing	and	Selling	Middle-Grade	Fiction	with	
Special	Guest,	Beth	Vrabel.”	Beth	is	a	freelance	
journalist	and	prolific,	middle	grade	fiction	
author	of	a	dozen	middle	grade	novels,	includ-
ing	the	Cybils’-nominated	Caleb and Kit,	the	ILA	
award-winning	A Blind Guide to Stinkville, and 
the	Pack	of	Dorks	series.

					Her	webinar	on	February	11	is	“Mastering	the	
Writing	Process,”	during	which	Jane	will	explore	
strategies	for	ensuring	that	your	writing	process	
is	as	efficient	as	it	can	be--that	it’s	right	for	you.	
She	will	also	discuss	multiple	approaches	that	
have	worked	for	other	authors	so	you	can	adopt	
those	ideas	that,	taken	together,	will	create	a	
writing	process	that’s	perfect	for	you.
					For	more	information	visit	https://janecle-
land.com/

* * * * *
					Monroe	Walton	Center	for	the	Arts	(MWCA)	
has	created	a	new	author	space.	The	Book	Nook	
is	open	to	any	independently	published	authors.		
Authors	may	place	up	to	three	copies	of	each	of	
their	published	works	in	the	Book	Nook	for	sale.		
MWCA	will	handle	all	sales.		
					The	Book	Nook	would	love	to	have	authors	
present	programs,	launch	books,	teach	classes,	
etc.		You	must	be	a	member	of	MWCA	($25	for	
Senior	citizens)	Contact	Barbara	Barth	(bb-bjd@
comcast.net)	for	more	details.	

* * * * *
					Are	you	a	mystery	fan?	Monroe’s	Southern	
Sisters	in	Crime	(So	Sinc)	meets	the	last	Sunday	
of	each	month	from	3-5	pm	at	the	Monroe	Wal-
ton	Center	for	the	Arts.	The	fee	to	participate	in	
So	Sinc	is	free,	but	you	must	be	a	member	of	the	
national	Southern	Sisters	in	Crime	organization.	
($50/year).		
					Interested?	Contact	Marlene	at	mrat30052@
aol.com	or	770-972-5595	for	details.		Member-
ship	is	not	required	if	you	would	like	to	drop	in	
and	check	us	out.
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To Amy
     Jamie Anderson said, “Grief is just 
love with no place to go.”

					Truer	words	were	never	said.	That’s	how	I	
feel	about	losing	Amy.	I	suppose	you	could	say	
I’ve	been	grieving	ever	since	she	left	Athens	for	
the	rehab	center.	Hardly	a	week	went	by	that	I	
talked	or	emailed	with	Amy.	Sometimes	we’d	
get	coffee	and	often	we’d	be	silly.	Precious	
moments	shared	over	a	twenty-something-year	
friendship.
					Amy	was	a	life	changer.	A	local	writers’	group	
posted	an	ad	in	the	Banner-Herald.	My	husband	
saw	it	and	said,	“call	this	person.”	At	the	time,	I	
had	published	a	few	short	personal	essays	and	
devotionals.	When	I	phoned	Amy,	it	made	all	the	
difference.	I	began	attending	the	Shot	in	the	
Dark	writers	gathering	at	the	library.	Eventually	
I	followed	Amy	to	Southeastern	Writers	Associa-
tion.	Friendships	born	there	still	abound	and	are	
cherished.
					I	garnered	one	Honorable	Mention	that	first	
year.	It	fueled	my	writing	fervor	through	until	the	
next	year.	I	won	several	more	awards	afterward	
and	served	on	the	SWA	Board	along	with	Amy.	
One	year	we	were	even	co-presidents.	Whatever	
were	they	thinking?	
					Amy	was	my	teacher.	She	was	fearless	in	
editing	my	prose	until	it	bled	on	the	page.	Amy’s	
brilliance	in	using	the	language,	in	punctuation	
and	syntax	taught	me	a	lot	about	the	craft.	Amy	
taught	me	more	than	craft;	she	taught	me	about	
life.
					Amy	was	my	mentor--ever	encouraging	me	to	
take	my	writing	further	and	challenging	me	if	I	
balked.	Every	time	I	met	with	her,	I	came	away	
with	new	ideas	and	a	different	way	of	looking	at	
my	manuscript.
					Amy	was	a	listening	ear,	a	fellow	struggler	
in	the	publishing	business,	and	a	cheerleader	
when	it	came	to	the	“down”	times	that	all	writ-
ers	experience.	She	never	complained	or	whined	
--although	I	would	have	listened	if	she	had.
					Amy	was	my	muse.	I	was	ever	confident	that	
her	suggestions	came	from	a	place	of	love	and	
affection	for	me.	Our	joke	was	that	‘if	I	become	

rich	and	famous,	I	would	pay	her	for	the	hours	of	
labor	she	gave	me.’	Alas	it	never	happened.	Oc-
casionally	I	could	perform	a	task	for	her,	but	the	
scales	were	never	balanced.
					Amy	was	an	ardent	Georgia	fan.	Many	of	us	
were	treated	to	the	home	game	menu	of	Mary’s	
Bistro.	Amy’s	descriptions	and	wicked	sense	of	
humor	never	disappointed.	Our	times	at	Star-
bucks	and	at	the	King	and	Prince	are	treasured	
memories.	It’s	true	we	don’t	appreciate	the	mo-
ments	with	our	loved	ones	until	it’s	too	late.
					Amy	wasn’t	afraid	of	failure.		We	called	
ourselves	Partners	in	Crime	and	began	several	
projects	together.	We	wrote	a	screenplay.	It	was	
awful.	Amy	knew	what	she	was	doing,	but	her	
partner	did	not.	We	planned	a	children’s	book	
about	Kia	and	McGee--introducing	them	to	ser-
vice	dogs	and	their	function.	That	too	never	got	
off	the	ground.	Still,	we	had	fun	discussing	it.	
					We	traveled	to	activities	for	Canine	Partners	
for	Life	where	Amy	stole	the	show	while	I	chauf-
feured	and	applauded.	Once	we	even	made	it	to	
North	Carolina	to	visit	our	mutual	friends,	Cappy	
and	Bill	Rearick.	That	too	is	filed	under	precious	
memories.	
					My	one-of-a-kind	friend,	Amy	Louise	Munnell,	
will	be	missed.	There	will	never	be	another	per-
son	like	her.	I	love	you,	Amy.

Sheila S. Hudson

Happy days with Sheila Hudson (L), 
Amy Munnell (C), and Mary Stripling (R)

Amy Louise Munnell
November 24, 1961--October 25, 2022

A writer, artist, animal lover, and all-
around warrior, who lived a very full life.
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My Twenty-Year Overnight Success
By:	Sheila	S.	Hudson

 				In	June	1993,	I	strolled	into	Miss	Ellie’s	at	Epworth	by	the	Sea	to	register	for	my	first	Southeastern	
Writers’	Workshop.	I	had	published	a	few	articles	and	was	ready	to	get	serious	about	writing.	My	
husband	encouraged	me	to	answer	an	ad	in	the	Athens	Banner-Herald	about	a	writer’s	group.	
Voila!	I	met	Amy	Munnell	in	that	group	and	made	it	to	SWA	the	following	summer.	Those	two	events	
changed	my	life.
					Like	most	writers	I	have	discovered,	I	am	shy.	If	left	to	myself,	I	would	sit	tapping	away	at	the	
computer	and	never	go	out.	Though	my	rejections	could	wallpaper	a	room,	I	didn’t	accept	it	until	I	
repeated,	“I	am	a	writer”	in	my	first	class	with	Cec	Murphey.
						The	encouragement	I	received	that	first	year,	plus	the	friendships	I	made,	have	stayed	with	me.	
SWA	is	a	writer’s	camp	with	every	year	becoming	a	reunion.	I	greet	old	friends	and	make	new	ones.	
That’s	what	I	love	best	about	the	June	conference	that	has	been	part	of	my	life	for	thirty	years.	I	
can’t	wait	to	hear	about	their	successes	and	share	mine	as	well.
						On	my	tenth	anniversary	at	SWA,	I	was	asked	to	join	the	Board	of	Directors	and	happily	agreed	
to	give	back	what	had	been	lavished	on	me.	Over	the	years,	I	served	as	President,	Co-President,	
Registrar,	and	Contest	Coordinator	with	others	who	sacrificially	gave	of	their	time,	talent,	and	
funds	to	see	that	this	annual	conference	would	continue.
						I	say	without	reservation	that	had	it	not	been	for	SWA,	I	would	have	abandoned	my	writing	
dream	long	ago.	I	certainly	would	never	have	published	two	nonfiction	books	and	eighteen	cozy	
mysteries.	
					Amy	Munnell	and	I	served	together	until	her	health	failed.	Debra	Brown	and	I	met	that	first	year	
and	we	have	been	friends	ever	since.	In	my	tenure,	we’ve	said	goodbye	to	many	beloved	friends,	but	
we	have	also	welcomed	new	ones.	I	have	had	the	privilege	of	editing	manuscripts,	judging	contests,	
being	a	Beta	reader	for	others,	plus	providing	funding	for	awards.
						Southeastern	Writers	has	produced	significant	writing	successes.	Every	year	I	witness	more	
budding	bestsellers	coming	through	the	gate	at	Epworth	by	the	Sea.	Writers	helping	writers	is	a	
motto	that	SWA	takes	very	seriously.	
						Lawrence	Kasdan,	famous	screenwriter,	producer,	and	director,	said	“Being	a	writer	is	like	hav-
ing	homework	every	night	for	the	rest	of	your	life.”	
					That	might	sound	scary	to	some.	But	a	writer	can’t	imagine	anything	else.	Thank	you	SWA	for	
providing	a	writers’	haven	of	those	who	understand.


