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SWA Vice-President’s Letter
2022 Writers Conference

is only days away!
It’s not too late to register!

     Hi, again, from your Vice-
President. 
     Well, our long-awaited 
conference is just around 
the corner. The Board has 
been diligently working to 
make this conference one of 
the best ever. 

     COVID19 has affected every segment of our 
country and we recognize the restart has been 
slow. Although we have good numbers registered, 
we still have room for more. So, if you have col-
leagues, associates, or friends you believe might 
enjoy an educational and entertaining confer-
ence, which promises to lift their spirits and help 
them become better writers, please clue them in 
on our conference. There is still time to register 
and attend. 

     In addition to the exceptional instructors, the 
cash-paying writing contests are rewarding and 
popular. The open microphone readings are al-
ways a lot of fun. The door prizes given during the 
conference are exciting, and it goes without say-
ing, the networking is invaluable. 
     So much is offered. Our organization is always 
evolving; however, at the same time, the bedrock 
which has made us so successful for decades still 
keeps us focused on our mission -- writers helping 
writers.  This year everyone will learn pragmatic 
lessons that attendees can utilize for the rest of 
their careers. It is an opportunity to invest in your 
own skills as a writer and to learn about other 
genres. 
     Finally, I want to thank all of you for your mem-
bership and continued support of this organiza-
tion. It is amazing how the love of putting words 
on paper binds people together. I look forward to 
seeing and greeting everyone on June 10th.

 Jim Furry, Vice-President
Southeastern Writers Association



A Word From Your Meeting Planner
     I want to welcome those of you who are regis-
tered for the 2022 SWA Writers Conference and 
to tell those who haven’t that it is not too late to 
do so. The meeting planner’s job is to make your 

participation as stress- 
free as possible by 
anticipating your ques-
tions about the details 
of the Conference, and 
the lodging and meals 
at Epworth by the Sea. 
I also want to give you 
some guidelines on how 

to get the most from the Conference, and finally, I 
want to alleviate your opening night jitters.

Conference details
     Workshops will be 1-hour in length, beginning 
8:30am Saturday (June 11) through 5pm Monday 
(June 13). There will be a 15-minute break be-
tween each workshop. 
     All workshops are in Jones Auditorium, which 
will be set up classroom style. You may find it help-
ful to bring your laptop with you to class. 
     You also can sign up for a 15-to-20-minute con-
sultation with each of the Faculty. Jones rooms 3 
or 4 will be set up for student-faculty consultation 
meetings. 
     Handouts will be available on the SWA web-
site (www.southeasternwriters.org). Click on For 
Members Only/Resources and follow the links to 
download and/or print handouts.

Epworth Policies
     You will enjoy the calm and beauty of historic 
Epworth by the Sea on beautiful St. Simons Island. 
While Epworth is continuing their Covid Cleaning 
protocols, they have removed all mask and social 
distancing protocols from groups. For SWA that 
means masks are welcome, but not required. 
     All faculty and most attendees will be staying in 
the newly remodeled Robertson Inn. Meals -- din-
ner Friday through breakfast Tuesday -- are in-
cluded for those staying for the entire Conference. 
Supper through lunch is included for each night’s 
stay. We will eat all meals in the Jinx Garden 
Dining Room, which is located behind the main 

dining hall. 
     If you are commuting or staying elsewhere on 
the Island, your meals are not included in the Con-
ference registration -- but you can purchase meal 
tickets from me or from the Epworth front desk. 
Meal prices: Breakfast - $9, Lunch - $14, Supper 
- $17 (including tax & tip). These are discounted 
prices; front desk ticket prices are slightly higher.

Bookstore and Breakroom
     There will be a bookstore in Jones selling fac-
ulty books and books authored by SWA members. 
Next to the bookstore will be a complimentary 
breakroom with coffee, water, and snacks.

Friday night
     Upon arrival on Friday, June 10, go to the front 
desk and identify yourself as an SWA attendee, 
register, and get your room key. Registration for 
the Conference begins at 3:45pm in Jones Au-
ditorium.  Here you will receive your Conference 
packet and nametag. You should always wear your 
nametag as it identifies you as part of SWA to the 
Epworth staff and is required for all meals. 
     Dinner will be 5:30-6:30pm in the Jinx Garden 
Room. After dinner, come to Jones Auditorium for 
Orientation at 7pm. This is when introductions 
take place, and you will hear a brief introduction 
of each Workshop by the faculty. This is also your 
opportunity to sign up for your faculty consulta-
tions. 
     Afterwards our keynote address will be de-
livered by Buzz Bernard, one of our successful 
alums. Buzz will then be signing his newest novel.

     Since you have probably not been to an in-per-
son Writers Conference in a couple of years – SWA 
has also been on a two-year pandemic break – I 
thought a few tips on how to get the most from 
this conference might be helpful. 

(1) Talk to people you don’t know. Don’t huddle 
up with only people you know. Instead, look for 
ways to get to know new writers. Here’s an easy 
way to make that happen: Just head over to a 
table with a few people sitting at it during any 
meal and ask if you can join. Then ask everyone 
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sitting at the table what they are working on. It’s a 
ready-made icebreaker!

(2) Don’t talk about your book until someone 
asks about it. Instead, ask them about their book, 
listen, and chances are they’ll return the favor.

(3) Don’t stalk agents, editors, and faculty at the 
conference. Use your free consultation time to 
give them manuscripts, promotional materials, or 
other items. 

(4) Don’t stick to your comfort zone. Attend at 
least one session that’s totally in left field for you 
-- whether that’s on memoir or genre fiction or film 
making. You’ll learn something you had no idea 
about and will probably start seeing connections 

between different types of writing and different 
techniques that can help you make your writing 
even better.

(5) Come prepared to network. Not everyone 
wants to exchange phone numbers or texts, so you 
should have an author business card ready to go 
that directs people to your website and encour-
ages them to sign up for your email list.

(6) Follow up! One of the strengths of a small 
conference like ours is it invites intimacy. It gives 
you the opportunity to be part of a writing family. 
But for that to happen, you need to stay in touch 
with your new writing friends, mentors, and peers, 
developing the relationships that will help nurture 
you throughout your author career. 

Don’t forget:
Attendees are able 

to sign up 
at conference 

for FREE 15-20 minute 
manuscript consultation with faculty member(s). 
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2022 SWA Conference Faculty
Harold “Buzz” Bernard, an alumnus of Southeastern Writers Association, will be 
one of the evening speakers. 
     Bernard has a background as a meteorologist, but his last three books have 
been about something completely different. He is the author of two books in a 
series about World War II pilots -- When Heroes Flew and The Shangri-La Raid-
ers. Book three -- The Roof of the World -- will be released this summer.  
       Bernard will speak about his writing journey and share some of his SWA 
memories. https://buzzbernard.com/

Dr. Walter B. Curry, a native of Orangeburg, SC, is Author-In-Residence 
at the Aiken Center for the Arts, where he lectures and provides learn-
ing exhibits for Aiken County Public Schools. 
     In 2018, Curry launched Renaissance Publications, LLC., a self-pub-
lishing company, which publishes books that focus on African Ameri-
can history through ancestry. Curry has published two award-winning 
books -- The Thompson Family: Untold Stories from the Past (1830-
1960) and The Awakening: The Seawright-Ellison Family Saga, Vol.1, 
A Narrative History. Both books consist of stories that cover Curry’s 
lineage of ancestry from slavery, The Civil War, The Reconstruction Era, 

and family life in Aiken, Barnwell, Orangeburg, and Richland counties, SC. 
     Curry is the recipient of the 2019 African American Historical and Genealogy Society Book 
Award, two legislative resolutions from the South Carolina General Assembly for his significant 
work in service to African American History and Heritage in South Carolina, two Literary Titan 
Gold Awards, and the Martha Schofield “Work The Legacy” Award. Also, Curry is a member of 
the Inaugural South Carolina State University 40 Under 40, and he was selected as one of 2022 
Richland Two School District Black History Month honorees.

Piper G. Huguley, who was named 2015 Debut Author of the Year by 
Romance Slam Jam and Breakout Author of the Year by AAMBC -- is a two-
time Golden Heart ®finalist. She is author of “Migrations of the Heart,” 
a three-book series of historical romances set in the early 20th century 
featuring African American characters. 
     Her first book in the series, A Virtuous Ruby, won Best Historical of 
2015 in the Swirl Awards. Book #3, A Treasure of Gold, was named by 
Romance Novels in Color as a Best Book of 2015 and received 4 ½ stars 
from RT Magazine.  
     Huguley is also the author of the “Home to Milford College” series, which follows the build-
ing of a college from its founding in 1866. Her contemporary romance debut, Sweet Tea, will be 
published by Hallmark Publishing in July 2021. Her historical fiction debut, By Design: the story 
of Ann Lowe, Society’s Best Kept Secret, will be published by William Morrow in March 2022. 
     Huguley lives in Atlanta with her husband and son and blogs about the history behind her nov-
els at https://piperhuguley.com. 



Jeff Newberry’s most recent book is Cross Country (WordTech), a col-
laboration with the poet Justin Evans. He is also the author of a chap-
book, a novel, and an additional collection of poetry. Newberry has led 
workshops and given talks at a variety of regional and national writing 
conferences, including the annual conference the Gulf Coast Asso-
ciation of Creative Writing Teachers, The Alabama Book Festival, the 
Florida Literary Arts Coalition Conference, the annual Summer Young 
Writers Conference at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College, and the 
Association of Writers and Writing Programs (AWP) annual conference. 
His writing has appeared in a wide variety of print and online journals, 
including The South Florida Poetry Journal, North American Review, 
Brevity: Concise Nonfiction, and The Laurel Review. He is a Professor 
of English and the Poet in Residence at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural 
College in Tifton GA, where he lives with his wife, Heather, and his two 

children, Ben and Madi. Find him online at www.jeffnewberry.com. 
          
Michael Lucker is a professional screenwriter and professor of screenwriting with 
20 years experience writing for major studios and 10 years experience lecturing at 
major universities.  
     He began his career writing and directing cable commercials while earning his 
undergraduate degree in broadcasting and film at Boston University’s College of 
Communication. Soon after, he landed in Los Angeles working in production for 
ABC, NBC and CBS, before taking a job as assistant to Steven Spielberg at Amblin 
Entertainment on the feature films Always, Arachnophobia, and Indiana Jones & 
the Last Crusade.  
     Lucker later served in creative affairs on feature films at Hollywood Pictures be-
fore embarking on a career as a screenwriter for Paramount, Disney, DreamWorks, Fox and Universal on 
such movies as Vampire in Brooklyn, Home on The Range, Mulan II and Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron, 
which was nominated for an Academy Award in 2002 as best animated feature.  
     An opportunity to serve as executive producer at Turner Entertainment brought him home to Atlanta 
in 2007.  He went on to work in television for Animal Planet, Cartoon Network, Travel Channel, History, 
Discovery, NBC, TBS, TNT, TLC, OWN, DIY, MSNBC and A&E.  
     Recently, Lucker served as consultant on the feature films Fear of Rain starring Harry Connick Jr., A 
Wing and A Prayer starring Denis Quaid and The Curse of La Patasola starring AJ Jones.  His latest ef-
fort -- the dramatic thriller 10-56 which he co-wrote and co-produced -- has been named a finalist in film 
festivals worldwide.  
     A renowned instructor in screenwriting, Lucker serves as lecturer at University of North Georgia and 
Emory University, a mentor in Reinhardt University’s Creative Writing MFA Program, advisor to the Geor-
gia Film Academy, and founder of the Screenwriter School.  His book on screenwriting -- Crash! Boom! 
Bang! How to Write Action Movies -- is available wherever books are sold.  His debut novel -- the crime 
thriller Rule One -- is scheduled for release in fall 2022. 

 Val M. Mathews is a big-hearted, fun-loving editor at The Wild Rose Press, 
the kinder and gentler publishing house in New York. She accepts pitches for 
everything from romances to challenging science-fiction. Recently, she has 
contracted nine new books, including Mary Cunningham’s cozy mystery Mar-
garitas, Mayhem & Murder, debut author J.A. Nielsen’s YA urban fantasy The 
Claiming, and Paul DeStefano’s challenging dark fantasy Riftsiders: Unlawful 
Possession. 
     Mathews teaches courses in structural editing and copyediting for Queens 
University in Ontario, Canada, and developmental editing for the Editorial 
Freelancers Association in New York. Val also freelances on the side. Fun fact 

about Val: She’s been an FAA-certified flight instructor for over twenty-five years, and in the past, she flew 
Lear jets for a living. 





SWA Member News
     John W. MacIlroy’s 
collection of short 
stories -- Whatever 
Happens, Probably Will 
(Short Story America) 
-- was released May 15. 
Each of the eighteen 
stories delivers an emo-
tional impact that Edgar 
Allen Poe claimed was 
the true purpose of the 
short form. Two stories 
in the collection have 
already been recog-

nized. “The Man Inside” was a finalist in the 2021 
Coker Fiction Fellowship, South Carolina Academy 
of Authors. “Duke’s” was awarded a “Best of 2019 
Short Story” by Y’all Magazine.

Lis Anna-Langston has 
a new book, Skinny 
Dipping in a Dirty Pond 
(Mapleton Press), which 
will be released Octo-
ber 1. It is available for 
preorder on Amazon, 
Barnes & Noble, Kobo, 
and Books-A-Million.
    In this daring new 
tale, a young girl in a 
small southern town 
in the 1980s enlists 
the help of an unlikely 
group of friends and family to help her survive an 
unconventional, sometimes abusive childhood.

Sheila Hudson’s fea-
ture article “Think Like 
a Writer” was published 
in the May 2022 issue 
of Opal Writers Maga-
zine. 

           In the article, Hudson 
writes about how “ideas 
are always circling us.” 
It is up to the writer to 
catch these ideas and 

Whatever 
Happens, 
Probably 
Will

Stories

John W. MacIlroy

Includes
“The Man Inside” 

FINALIST
2021 Coker Fiction  

Fellowship

“With this collection, John W. MacIlroy has firmly established himself  
as one of the modern masters of the short story.”

– T. D. Johnston, Winner of the International Book Award for  
Friday Afternoon and Other Stories

develop them into stories, novels or  magazine 
articles. It is up to the writer to turn probems into 
opportunities.

On July 16 at the Oconee County Library in Wat-
kinsville GA, Muriel Ellis Pritchett, author of the 
new MG adventure book Drowning Days, will lead 
a writing workshop for middle school students 
interested in becoming authors. The workshop will 
offer writing exercises, feedback, and tips on start-
ing a writing career. 
     Following the writing workshop, Pritchett will 
talk to adults and students about writing fiction.
     On July 22-24, Pritchett and another Georgia 
author Gail Karwoski, will pair up to do a book tour 
with stops in libraries and bookstores in North 
Georgia and South Carolina to promote their new-
est books Sour Grapes and Balmy Knight and A 
Brush with Murder.

Mystery, Intrigue, Laughter:
Our Recipe for Feisty Women’s Fiction

Meet the Authors

Saturday, July 23 -- 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Books with A’peal -- Cornelia GA

Jane Roland and her 
painter friends are 
enrolled in a water-
color retreat. They’re 
looking forward to a 
week of sun-drenched 
landscapes, sleek 
racehorses, art in-
struction, and -- best 
of all -- laughter and 
conversation. Out for 
their  rst stroll, the 
women discover a 
dead thoroughbred in 

the picturesque re ecting pool. Next evening, 
they  nd the handsome young stable man in 
the horse watering trough. Surely, there’s a 
link between them? When a painter from their 
workshop goes missing, Jane realizes that her 
class notes are valuable clues to catch the 
culprit in this light-hearted cozy mystery.

After Balmy Knight 
recovers from a stroke, 
she moves in with her 
daughter. But she miss-
es her independence. 
Her only joy comes from 
mischievous antics, like 
disobeying the house 
rules, aggravating her 
son-in-law, and feeding 
buttermilk biscuits to 
Jake, the homeless guy 
who lives in a cardboard 
box. When her old friend, 
Sunny Day – from her 

Broadway-performing days in the Sixties – invites 
her to share her luxury apartment in the Villas 
at Kensington Grove, Balmy’s daughter objects. 
Balmy and Sunny plot to change her mind. At the 
Villas, Balmy is wooed by a charming, rich British 
gentleman, who still has all his hair and teeth. 
But Balmy longs for the mysterious Jake, who has 
vanished – along with his cardboard box.
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