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SWA President’s Letter
Hello friends,
 Heading into October, SWA 
is making great progress on all 
fronts. The board is getting very 
close to be able to announce 
the faculty for the June 2023 
conference. I would like to 
give a big shout out to Director 

Dana Ridenour for searching and finding instruc-
tors who will make every minute you spend at the 
next conference worth your while. By doing that, it 
will give anyone, who is thinking about attending, 
a bit more time to add it to their schedule, encour-
age friends and colleagues to attend, and to write 
submissions for our contests.
     Speaking of which, Director Sheila Hudson 
has revised and updated the writing contests 
for 2023, and we can announce there will be a 
new contest for children’s stories. By adding this 
genre, it will provide authors who enjoy writing 
children’s books and stories an opportunity to 
participate in the contests. When they are an-
nounced, everyone is encouraged to participate 
and submit entries. The old axiom that you can’t 
know the answer until you ask the question ap-
plies. You never know how you will do in a writ-
ing contest until you enter. You might surprise 
yourself. Entering a contest is also great practice 
for you when you go out into that big old world of 

advertised public contests to test your wares and 
talents.
     If you have been on the SWA website lately, 
you may have noticed a “Members to Members,” 
section. This was added to be a kind of talent 
exchange for members. For example, if you regu-
larly proofread and you see another member is 
looking for a proofreader, it will make it easier to 
find someone. Whatever arrangement is made will 
be exclusively between the parties, and SWA has 
no part in the arrangement other than to provide 
a forum for discussion or negotiation. So, if you 
have a need or can provide a service, feel free to 
post it. 
     Negotiations for food and lodging with Epworth 
have resulted in a slight increase in the lodging. It 
is not unreasonable for that to happen given the 
state of the country’s economy in today’s world.  
The Board makes every effort to keep the price of 
the conference reasonable; however, some ex-
penses are beyond our control. Please pay close 
attention to the per diem costs when they are 
announced. 
     We are very happy with the enthusiastic par-
ticipation of our new Board member, Jeff New-
berry, and our auxiliary Board members, Melinda 
Farris and Dr. Walter Curry. It goes beyond saying 
that a larger board reduces the work of everyone. 
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 From the Vice President:

Hello friends. 
     As the new South-
eastern Writers Associa-
tion Vice President, my 
principal job is to secure 
the teaching faculty 
for the annual confer-
ence. Over the next few 

months, we will announce the names of the 
entire 2023 faculty. This month it’s my honor to 
announce the first two faculty members.
     I’m thrilled to announce that the Keynote 
speaker and novel instructor for the 2023 SWA 
conference is best-selling author Cassandra 
King. Cassandra is an award-winning author of 
five novels, a book of nonfiction, numerous short 
stories, magazine articles, and essays. She has 
taught creative writing on the college level and 
I can attest she is a wonderful teacher and a 
captivating speaker. 
     SWA strives to provide quality instruction in 
various genres and markets at our annual writ-
ers’ conference. We also try to vary the genres 
from year to year depending on the needs of our 
attendees. Many of our members have request-
ed a children’s book author, so I’m excited to 
announce that our 2023 children’s book fac-
ulty member is Susan Montanari.  Susan is the 
author of five children’s books and is an expert 
at teaching authors what editors, agents, librar-
ians, teachers, parents, and most of all children 
are looking for in a picture book. If you aspire to 
write books for children, then you won’t want to 
miss Susan’s sessions. 
     Below are the bios and websites for both 
Cassandra and Susan. I encourage you to visit 
their websites. 
     Stay tuned for future faculty announcements. 
I look forward to seeing all of you at Epworth By 
The Sea for the 2023 SWA Writers Conference.

Thank you,

Dana Ridenour, 
SWA Vice President

 CASSANDRA KING is an award-winning 
author of five bestselling novels and two 
nonfiction books in addition to numerous 
short stories, essays, and magazine ar-
ticles. Her latest book, Tell Me A Story, a 
memoir about life with her late husband, 
Pat Conroy, was named SIBA’s 2020 non-fic-
tion Book of the Year. A native of LA (Lower 
Alabama), Cassandra resides in Beaufort, 
South Carolina, where she is honorary chair 
of the Pat Conroy Literary Center.
https://cassandrakingconroy.com

SUSAN MCELROY MONTANARI spent the 
majority of her life on the beach and tidal 
creeks surrounding Savannah GA. She 
obtained a BA degree in English and Litera-
ture from Georgia Southern University. 
     While living in Connecticut, Susan was a 
finalist in two categories for the 2010 Tassy 
Walden Award for New Voices in Children’s 
Literature: one for her picture book, My 
Dog’s A Chicken, and the other for her MG 
novel, The Day Sasquatch Ate My Journal. 
     Susan’s publishing credits include: from 
Schwartz & Wade at Penguin Random 
House— My Dog’s A Chicken, illustrated by 
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The biggest benefit has been that Jeff, Melinda 
and Walter have brought fresh ideas and sug-
gestions to SWA, and have enthusiastically 
embraced our mission -- writers helping writers. 
It is really gratifying that they are willing to give 
their personal time to promote SWA, to work to 
make SWA even more successful, and to help 
in the many tasks to have a successful annual 
conference. 
     As the other Directors -- Sandra, Muriel, 
Patrick, Dana, Sheila and Tim -- continue to 
work hard to keep the wheels running smoothly, 
it is great to have the additional support from 
Jeff, Melinda and Walter so that we can make 
SWA better fulfill its mission. 
     I would also like to thank Melinda for her 
St. Simon’s initiative. Melinda is working in St. 
Simons Island to establish a writer’s group there, 
which will bring an awareness to the residents 
about the opportunities that SWA provides and 
inform them about our annual conference. It is 
an opportunity to have a close relationship with 
the St. Simons Island residents that will be mu-
tually beneficial
     I am glad to tell you we’ve had an increase in 
membership since June. COVID19 is in the rear-
view mirror, and everything is trending upwards. 
This Board makes my job easy. 
     I am excited for the future of SWA and happy 
you all are a part of it. 
 Best wishes,     Jim Furry
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Anne Wilsdorf (2016) (Northern Lights Humor 
Award) and (South Carolina Picture Book of 
the Year nominee 2019), Who’s the Grossest of 
Them All? illustrated by Jake Parker (2016), Hip-
Hop Lollipop (2018) (“School Library Journal” 
starred review) illustrated by two-time Caldecott 
Honor recipient Brian Pinkney, and Goldilocks for 
Dinner? (2019) (a “Junior Library Guild Selection” 
and “International Literacy Association Chil-
dren’s Choice 2020 Reading List”) illustrated 
by Jake Parker, and from Source Books— The 
Halloween Tree (2019) illustrated by Theresa 
Martinez.  
     Susan’s hobbies include gardening, scuba 
diving, natural science, legend tripping, and 
cryptozoology. Susan currently lives in Beau-
fort SC, with her husband, Dan, and a cat named 
Tybee. Erzsi Deak of Hen & Ink Literary represents 
Susan. Visit her at http://susanmontanari.com. 

2023 
Southeastern Writers

Conference
June 9-13

Epworth by the Sea
St. Simons Island GA

For information, visit
https://www.southeasternwriters.org



SWA Member News

Four SWA members participate in authors book fair
 Four members of Southeastern Writers Association were invited to participate in the Hall 
County Library’s Local Author Fair. More than 40 adult and children’s authors were present for the 
event in Gainesville GA. SWA authors attending were L-R, Lynn Hesse, Marlene Buchanon, Muriel 
Prithett, and Gail Karwoski. 

     C. Hope Clark’s new 
book, Badge of Edisto (Bell 
Bridge Books) -- Book 9 
in The Edisto Island Mys-
teries -- is scheduled for 
release October 28, 2022. 
     When a shocking mur-
der leaves more questions 
than answers, retired 
police chief Callie Jean 
Morgan feels guilty about 
abandoning her citizens 

and officers. She must decide whether to stay 
safely retired, or save Edisto from an unforeseen 
criminal element by reclaiming her true purpose 
-- solving big crimes in a small town. 
     Clark’s book may be purchased on Amazon, 
B&N, Google, Kobo, Apple, and from her web-
site: www.chopeclark.com

     Ruben D. Gonzales’ new book, The Lake Neba 
Murder (Indigo Sea Press) -- Book 2 in the Black 
Mountain Mystery Series -- was released in June 
2022, and is available on Amazon https://t.co/
vkVrZUpYWp
     After Emma Shaw returns to her small Black 
Mountain hometown to open a photography 

business, the local mayor 
asks her to look into the 
death of the wife of a local 
businessman. When Emma 
hesitates, the Mayor 
threatens to have the bank 
foreclose on her father’s 
farm. Emma must use 
her ancestral gift of aura 
reading to separate the 
suspects telling the truth 
and those lying about the 
murder on Lake Nebo. 
www.rubendgonzales.com

     Lee Gimenez’s 17th novel, KILLSHOT (River 
Ridge Press) was released in August 2022. The 
mystery is the second of Gimenez’s Rachel West 
thrillers. 
     Rachel West is the CIA’s best operative. 
She’s tough, highly intelligent, and beautiful. 
When the man she loves, John (J.T.) Ryan, is kid-
napped, she plunges into a desperate search for 
his captors. She soon learns the shocking truth 
behind the kidnapping.
     To gain Ryan’s release, Rachel must accom-
plish a nearly impossible task: Assassinate the 



most well-guarded person 
on earth -- the President 
of the United States. Does 
Rachel commit murder and 
treason to save the man 
she loves?
     The book may be pur-
chased at Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.
com/dp/B0BBN7CBQL
Email: LG727@MSN.COM

Website: http://www.LeeGimenez.com

     Margaret Rodeheaver’s 
new book, The Ghost at 
Goblin’s Glen (Pares Forma 
Press), was released October 
1, 2022.
     Calypso, Abbey, and 
Charles the Ghost originally 
debuted in “Haunted Holiday: 
a Christmas Cookie Ghost 
Story” in 2018. Now they’re 
back in another exciting ad-
venture just in time for Halloween. 
     Charles wants to find the jar full of coins he 
and his friend Tom buried at the Gilbert Farm a 
century ago. But the school drama club is using 
the place for a haunted house; after Halloween, 
new owners will take over the farm. 
     When Calypso and Abbey can’t find the coins, 
there’s only one option left – take Charles with 
them to help with the hunt. But how can they 
transport a ghost? And what if they’re not the 
only ones searching for the coins? The book is 
available from most online vendors in ebook 
form, or in paperback from Amazon or Will Way 
Books. www.MargaretRodeheaver.com

     Three short stories 
by SWA members Jayne 
Adams, John MacIlroy, 
and Martha Weeks [M.Z. 
Thwaite] were chosen for 
publication in Short Story 
America’s Anthology, Vol. 7, 
edited by T.D. Johnston.          
     Both Vol. 7 and a new 
solo collection by MacIlroy 
-- Whatever Happens, Proba-

bly Will (Short Story America) 
-- will co-launch November 
4, 2022, at a reception in 
the antebellum Lewis Reeve 
Sams House, Beaufort SC. 
The reception is in conjunc-
tion with the Short Story 
America Conference held Nov. 
4-6 in Beaufort SC.
     Adams’ story “The Token 
Collector,” Weeks/Thwaite’s 
“The Workshop,” and  MacIlroy’s  “The Custo-
dian” were among 35 stories chosen for Vol. 7.
     MacIlroy’s collection of 18 short stories -- 
Whatever Happens Probably Will -- was released 
May 15, 2022. It was recently named “Finalist: 
Short Fiction” in the 2022 International Book 
Awards. The book is available at both major and 
indie booksellers, and on Amazon. www.john-
macilroy.com

     Living Springs Publishers, a Centennial 
Colorado based publishing company recently 
announced that Rosemarie Perry is a finalist 
in their short story contest Stories Through the 
Ages Baby Boomers Plus 2022. Her true-life 
experience, “An American in Paris, Tales from a 
Brothel and Other Adventures,” has been in-
cluded in the anthology along with fifteen other 
winners chosen from around the world.
     In the story, a 23-year-old naïve woman trav-
els to Europe alone with a roundtrip plane ticket 
and a 30-day Eurail pass.  Set in 1972, there are 
no cell phones, Euros, ATM’s, GPS, or internet. A 
gutsy, though inexperienced traveler, Rosemarie 
tells harrowing and hilarious true accounts of 
her month-long travels ‘cross the pond.  
     Some adventures include being harassed by 
two young Russian men on the Russian aircraft; 
arriving at a friend’s Paris apartment unaware 
the friend has moved; and freaking out after 
seeing her exact likeness in a Botticelli painting 
at the Uffizi Gallery in Florence. 

Whatever 
Happens, 
Probably 
Will
 Stories

John W. MacIlroy

Includes
“The Man Inside” 

FINALIST
2021 Coker Fiction  

Fellowship

“With this collection, John W. MacIlroy has firmly established himself  
as one of the modern masters of the short story.”

– T. D. Johnston, Winner of the International Book Award for  
Friday Afternoon and Other Stories

     Margaret Mitchell once wrote, “In a weak 
moment, I have written a book.” SWA member 
Mary Rance has taken this to heart. In a weak 
moment, she decided to move to France to finish 
writing her book. “Really,” she writes, “the boat 
gets loaded up on the 12th of October, and the 
plane leaves for Paris the 26th.”  



Literary News & Events
[EDITOR’S NOTE: Southeastern Writers Associa-
tion does not support, endorse, or sponsor any 
writer opportunities listed in the Purple Pros news-
letter or on its website.
     Purple Pros submission requires original work 
of the author or legitimate reprints of the work. 
Please note: Editor reserves the right to request 
publication information on reprints.]     

     On October 6, Marlene Ratledge Buchanan 
will speak about her writing at Sunrise at Five 
Forks, 3997 Five Forks Trickum Road, Lilburn, 
GA 30047.

* * * * *
     On October 8, Lynne Hesse and Marlene Rat-
ledge Buchanan will be at the Monroe Fall Festi-
val in front of the Monroe Walton Center for the 
Arts (MWCA), 8 am-4 pm. Marlene will also have 
some of her son’s (James) blown glass available.

* * * * *
     The Authors Guild and the Artist Guild are 
looking for writers and artists to place their 
work in the Monroe Walton Center for the Arts.  
If you are interested, you must join MWCA ($25/
year).  We hope to have the new book space 
ready and to receive new books from authors by 
mid-October. MWCA will handle all sales, ship-
ping, taxes, credit card expenses for any work 
you sell.  MWCA takes 25% of the sale price. 
     If you wish to participate in the MWCA Authors’ 
Guild, contact Marlene at mrat30052@aol.com or 
Barbara Barth at bb-bjd@comcast.net

* * * * *
     SWA member Melinda Farris is working with 
the St. Simons Island Literary Guild to start a 
writers group on St. Simons Island.  
     “If you love books, are interested in writing, 
and want to meet fellow writers,” Melinda said,  
“please join the Literary Guild for a Meet and 
Greet, Thursday, October 13, 2022, 5:30 – 7 pm,
Room 108, Casino Building, St Simons Island 
GA. RSVP nancy.m.kitchin@gmail.com
     The attendees will discuss the formation of 
the Literary Guild’s new St. Simons Island Writers 
group. The purpose of the group is to create a net-
work of writers on St. Simons Island.  

     For more information, contact Melinda at 
melinda@mfarris.me.

* * * * *
     Jane K. Cleland, a contemporary American 
author of mystery fiction, does a free webinar 
every month on various topics of interest to mys-
tery writers. 
     For an hour on October 15, from 1-2 pm 
(Eastern time), Jane’s webinar will be “Aston-
ish Your Readers with Perfectly Planted Clues.” 
Writers will hear how clues aren’t just important 
to the central plot of your story, they’re often the 
key to rich and satisfying subplots too! If your 
clues aren’t clever, your story might come off as 
poorly planned or contrived.
     In this workshop, the group will discuss tips 
and techniques to wow readers by seamlessly 
weaving clues into your stories in ways that will 
make you look like a plotting genius!
     For more information visit https://janecle-
land.com/event/astonish-your-readers-2022/



Chicken Soup for the Soul
Seeking Submissions

     Chicken Soup for the Soul is currently seek-
ing submissions for upcoming books. According 
to their website:
     “If we publish your story or poem, you will 
be paid $200 ($100 for devotionals) one month 
after publication of the book and you will re-
ceive 10 free copies of the book your story or 
poem appears in. You will also become part of 
the Chicken Soup for the Soul family. You will 
receive our exclusive contributors’ communique 
and you will be entitled to buy cases of books 
from us at a discount.”
     Upcoming book deadlines:
Funny Stories -- Oct. 15, 2022
The power of positive thinking -- Dec. 15, 2022
How stepping outside my comfort zone change me 
-- Dec. 15, 2022
Angels -- Dec. 31, 2022
     For more information on how to submit your 
story, go to www.chickensoup.com

Pitches Directly from Editors
     Are you a freelance journalist interested in 
approaching a publication about pitching a story 
idea? Check out www.freedomwithwriting.com 
for a list of editors seeking pitches from writers. 
On this site you can find the names of maga-
zines, what editors are looking for, and how to 
send pitches via Tweet or email.

Southern Sisters in Crime
     Monroe’s Southern Sisters in Crime meets 
the last Sunday of each month at Monroe Wal-
ton Center for the Arts.  If you are interested in 
writing or reading mysteries, join us.  We meet 
in person from 3-5 pm.  Contact Marlene Bu-
chanan for more information mrat30052@aol.
com.

New Program for Writers
     Monroe Walton Center for the Arts is develop-
ing a new program for writers.  Although they of-
fer several classes for people who wish to write 
or perform, the BOOK NOOK will feature pub-
lished authors.  It will become a place for you to 
sell your books, hold book fairs, book launches, 

meetings, etc.  I
     If interested in participating, contact Marlene 
mrat30052@aol.com.  The MWCA committee 
began developing this new Author Featured 
program in September and hopes it will be fully 
underway this month. The cost of a membership 
in MWCA is only $25 for one year for seniors, 
$35 for others, and special student and family 
prices.

Amelia Island Book Festival
2022 Annual Luncheon

     The annual luncheon for the Amelia Island 
Book Festival will be held Thursday, October 27, 
2022, 11 am-2 pm, at the Courtyard by Marriott 
Amelia Island, 2700 Atlantic Avenue, Fernan-
dina Beach FL.
     This year’s Fall Celebrity Author will be Kristen 
Harmel, the New York Times, USA Today, and #1 
international bestselling author of The Book of 
Lost Names, The Winemaker’s Wife, and a dozen 
other novels that have been translated into 
more than 30 languages.
     Books by the author will be sold and signed 
at the event. Tickets are on sale for $85 at 
https://www.ameliaislandbookfestival.org/
copy-of-gala-ticketing-page

Amelia Island’s Authors’ Expo 
Accepting Applications

     The Amelia Island Book Festival Authors’ 
Expo and Readers’ Extravaganza is accepting 
applications from authors until the end of No-
vember. The event is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 18, 2023, 9 am-4 pm, at Fernandina 
Beach Middle School. 
     During the Expo, authors will have opportuni-
ties to engage with readers in an up-close and 
personal way to showcase and sell their books. 
Multiple activities and breakout presentations 
keep visitors engaged and circulating around 
exhibits throughout the day.
     For further information or to apply to partici-
pate in the Expo, visit https://www.ameliais-
landbookfestival.org/author-expo-application
     



FIRST CALL:  THE 2023 ERIC HOFFER BOOK AWARD
SMALL PRESSES  * ACADEMIC PRESSES  * MICRO PRESSES  *  SELF-PUBLISHERS — $2,500 GRAND 

PRIZE — LOW ENTRANCE FEE: discount $60 early registration postmarked by 12/14 ($70 after) 

 Register early at a discount. New or old, we want to read your book. Each year, independent 
publishers release extraordinary books to little or no recognition. The Eric Hoffer Book Award rec-
ognizes excellence in publishing. A SINGLE REGISTRATION gives you SEVEN WAYS TO WIN by genre, 
press, the Montaigne Medal, the da Vinci Eye, the First Horizon Award, the Medal Provocateur (for 
poetry), and the Hoffer grand prize. There is a category for every book. (See submission guidelines 
below, check our listing in Writer’s Market, or visit www.HofferAward.com.) E-books and chapbooks 
also accepted.

          * $2,500 GRAND PRIZE * 
          * Low Entrance Fee: $60 early registration by 12/14 *

          * Many Categories (see below) *
          * E-BOOK categories for fiction and nonfiction digital submissions *

          * LEGACY categories for books older than 2 years *
          * CHAPBOOK category at a reduced rate: $45 *

          * New  MEDAL PROVOCATEUR for the best on the frontier of poetry * 

AWARDS/BENEFITS:
* $2,500 GRAND PRIZE (the Eric Hoffer Award for Books)

* Winner of the Montaigne Medal for most thought-provoking books
* Winner of the da Vinci Eye for best covers

* Winner of the First Horizon Award for debut authors
* Winner of the Medal Provocateur for experimental poetry
* Winner and First Runner-Up awarded for every category 

 Our categories cover the entire spectrum of publishing: Art, Poetry, Chapbook, General Fiction, Com-
mercial Fiction, Children, Middle Reader, Young Adult, Historical Fiction, Mystery/Crime, Romance, Sci-Fi/
Fantasy, Short Story/Anthology, Spiritual Fiction, Culture, Memoir, Business, Reference, Home, Health, Self-
Help, Spiritual Nonfiction, Legacy Fiction, Legacy Nonfiction, E-book Fiction, and E-book Nonfiction. 

REGISTRATION LINKS & INFORMATION:
* General FAQ: https://www.hofferaward.com/Eric-Hoffer-Award-registration.html

* Registration form: https://www.hofferaward.com/Eric-Hoffer-Award-registration-form.pdf
* Registration fees payment: https://www.hofferaward.com/Eric-Hoffer-Award-registration-payment.html 
* Categories explained: https://www.hofferaward.com/Eric-Hoffer-Award-registration.html#Categories
* E-Book registration instructions: https://www.hofferaward.com/Eric-Hoffer-Award-e-book-registration.html
* Practical advice for registering: https://www.hofferaward.com/Eric-Hoffer-Award-registration.html#Practical

     FOR EACH CATEGORY ENTRY, submit the book, entry form, and registration fee (check, money 
order, or Internet payment receipt: $60 early registration postmarked by 12/14 and $70 after) to 
Hopewell Publications, LLC, PO Box 11, Titusville, NJ 08560. Books sent in digital form must enter 
an E-Book category. Registration will be confirmed via e-mail. In May, all entrants will be notified of 
winners. Final submissions must be postmarked by January 21, 2023 and arrive by the end of that 
month. 

FOR QUESTIONS: Visit www.HofferAward.com -- Email: info@hofferaward.com -- Fax: (609) 964-1718
The Eric Hoffer Awards, PO Box 11, Titusville, NJ 08560


