
2022 SWA Writers Conference Faculty


Amy Collins is our agent-in-residence. She is an 
agent with the Talcott 
Notch Literary Services 
agency focusing on 
non-fiction and 
international rights. She 
is a USA Today

and Wall Street Jour- 
nal bestselling au- thor 
and is currently 
working with authors 

with expertise in business, history, personal 
development, and prescriptive how-to.


Collins is a columnist for several publishing 
organizations and a trusted teacher at 
publishing conferences. As an agent she 
focuses on non-fiction history, historical fiction, 
fantasy and sci-fi.


Piper G. Huguley is our 
fiction instructor. She is 
the author of Sweet Tea 
by Hallmark Publishing, 
is a two-time Golden 
Heart® finalist and

author of two historical 
romance series: 
“Migrations of the Heart”, 
about the Great 
Migration, and “Home to 
Milford College.”


Huguley will make her historical fiction debut 
in June 2022 with By Her Own Design: a novel 
of Ann Lowe, Fashion Designer to the Social 
Register. Ann Lowe was the Black fashion 
designer of Jackie Kennedy’s wedding dress. 




Steve Kistulentz is  our poetry 
instructor. He is the author of the 
novel Panorama and the 
forthcoming novel The General 
Secretary. He has also 
published two

award-winning collections of 
poetry, Little Black Daydream 
and The Luckless Age, winner 
of the Benjamin Saltman Award.

     He has taught at the Johns Hopkins University,  
University of Iowa, Florida State University, 
Millsaps College, the University of Tampa, and is 
currently the founding director of the graduate 
program in creative writing at Saint Leo University. 


Michael Lucker is our screenwriting instructor. He is 
a professional screenwriter and professor of 
screenwriting with 20 years’ experience writing for 
major studios and 10 years’ experience lecturing 
at major universities. He began his career writing 
and directing cable commercials while earning his 
undergraduate degree in 
broadcasting and film at Boston

University’s College of Com- 
munication. Soon after, he 
landed in Los Angeles work- 
ing in production for ABC, NBC 
and CBS before taking a job as 
assistant to Steven Spielberg at 
Amblin Enter- tainment on 
feature films Always, 
Arachnophobia, and Indiana 
Jones & the Last Crusade.


     A renowned instructor in screenwriting, Lucker 
serves as lecturer at University of North Georgia and 
Emory University, mentor in Reinhardt University’s 
Creative Writing MFA Program, advisor to the Georgia 
Film Academy, and founder of Screenwriter School.




Val M. Mathews is our editing 
instructor. She is an editor at The 
Wild Rose Press, in New York. 
She accepts pitches for 
everything from Romances to 
challenging Sci-Fi. Recently, she 
has contracted nine new books, 
including Mary Cunningham’s 
cozy mys-

tery Margaritas, Mayhem & 
Murder, debut author J.A. Nielsen’s YA urban fantasy 
The Claiming, and Paul DeStefano’s challenging dark 
fantasy Riftsiders: Unlawful Possession. Mathews teaches 
courses in structural editing and copyediting for 
Queens University in Ontario, Canada, and 
developmental editing for the Editorial Freelancers 
Association in New York.



